Prevention is the best way! 
Conference in Reykjavík – Iceland,
May 15-16, 2008
Thursday May 15, 2008 

Schedule

Moderator:  Guðrún Ebba Ólafsdóttir, elementary school teacher and Sigríður Björnsdóttir, Blátt áfram.
9:00 am  Conference Opening  

Bragi Guðbrandsson, Head of The Government Agency for Child Protection in Iceland. www.bvs.is
9:15  Introduction of presenters, sponsors and goals of the conference  

Svava Björnsdóttir Brooks, Co-founder of Blátt Áfram.
9:30 - 10:30  Sexual abuse of children with disabilities  

Shirley Paceley, M.A.  A comprehensive approach to reducing risk of sexual abuse of persons with developmental disabilities.  According to research, it is believed that the incidence of sexual abuse is 50% higher for this population than for children with no disability.  

10:30 – 11:30 It's not just water under the bridge. The relationship between childhood trauma and health and behavioral outcomes later in life.
Dr. Vincent Felitti, Physician, Department of Preventive Medicine Kaiser Permanente Medical Care Program, San Diego, California.  The ACE Study is perhaps the largest scientific research study of its kind, analyzing the relationship between multiple categories of childhood trauma (ACEs), and health and behavioral outcomes later in life.  The ACE Study is an ongoing collaboration between the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention and Kaiser Permanente.  Led by Co-principal Investigators Robert F. Anda, MD,  MS, and Vincent J. Felitti, MD.  

11:30 – 12:00 Time does not heal all wounds.
Sigrún Sigurðardóttir, Hjúkrunarforstjóri.  Sigrún will present findings of her study conducted in Iceland. The research method was the Vancouver School of doing phenomenology.  The main finding is that ‘time does not heal all wounds’ contrary to the Icelandic saying

12:00 – 13:00 Lunch – on your own.*  

*Lunch can be purchased at the university cafeteria or at restaurants at the mall across the street from the university. 
13:00 – 14:00 Internet safety 

Justin Berry,  At 13, Justin was lured by pedophiles into sexual performances in front of a home webcam.  His story was featured in a front-page article in the New York Times in December, 2005, as well as on Oprah Winfrey, the Today show, Good Morning America and numerous other programs. Justin is now 21 years old.
14:00 – 15:00 Child Sexual Abuse Allegations in Custody Cases.  Karen Anderson is the director of California Protective Parents Association (CPPA), a non-profit child advocacy and family court reform organization based in Sacramento, California, and founding mentor to the Courageous Kids Network.  

15:00 – 15:15 Break
15:15 – 15:30  Prevention training for staff and volunteers who work with children and adolescents:  Introduction to Stewards of Children.    

Svava Björnsdóttir Brooks.  Darkness to Light’s® Stewards of Children is a revolutionary sexual abuse prevention training program that educates adults to prevent, recognize, and react responsibly to child sexual abuse.  The program believes and teaches that child safety is an adult's job. Stewards of Children is designed for organizations that serve children and youth.  www.darknesstolight.org
15:30 – 16:00  The Children´s House. 

Þorbjörg Sveinsdóttir, B.A. Psychologist.  The Children's House started its operation in November 1998 and serves all of Iceland. It is founded on the American model for child sexual abuse services referred to as "Childrens Advocacy Center".  The Children's House is a child-friendly, interdisciplinary and multiagency centre whereby different professionals work under one roof in the investigation of child sexual abuse cases. It is a result of a partnership, among others between the State Police, the State Prosecution, the University Hospital and the Government Agency for Child Protection. 
16:00 – 17:00  Sponsor Presentations  (TBA)

Registration for the May 16 workshops with foreign lecturers will open at the end of day, May 15.  Lecturers will go into more depth on their respective topics and will be available for discussions. 

Friday May 16, 2008 

Schedule

8:30 am   Registration

9:00 –  12:00    Morning session 

10:30 –  10:45   Morning session Break 

12:00 – 13:00  Lunch – on your own
13:00 – 16:00  Afternoon session

14:30 –  14:45   Afternoon session Break 

16:30 –  17:00   Closing Ceremony – Call for Action! 
Note:  Presenters will provide the same presentation in the am and pm.  
A.  Shirley Paceley, M.A. 

“Honoring and empowering children with disabilities in the solution to the violence epidemic”.  A comprehensive approach to reducing the risk of the sexual abuse of persons with developmental disabilities. 

B.  Dr. Vincent Felitti, MD.
The ACE Study is perhaps the largest scientific research study of its kind, analyzing the relationship between multiple categories of childhood trauma (ACEs), and health and behavioral outcomes later in life.  The ACE Study is an ongoing collaboration between the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention and Kaiser Permanente.  Led by Co-principal Investigators Robert F. Anda, MD,  MS, and Vincent J. Felitti, MD.  

C.  Justin Berry.
Interactive presentation about online Safety.   Justin Berry speaks from personal experience to parent groups, law enforcement officials and child advocates about the dangers posed to minors by Internet sexual predators. 

To help other children he knew to be in danger, Justin became a state and federal witness, revealing the inner workings of the Internet child porn world to the Justice Department, FBI, state Attorneys General, and other law enforcement bodies. In April, 2006, he testified before the United States Congress about his experiences, leading to an effort by legislators to toughen laws against child pornography. 

D.   Karen Anderson. 
Child sexual abuse allegations in custody cases.
Conference Sponsors:  Government CPA (www.bvs.is), Blátt Áfram (a non-profit, child sexual abuse prevention organization), Reykjavík University (RU), National Association of Intellectual Disabilities, .  

Handouts and presentations will be available by request at the end the conference.

For more information about the conference please contact Svava Björnsdóttir Brooks Svava@blattafram.is  

